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Dry Weather Effects 2009-2010 Quail Forecast 
Bobwhite quail hunting can be 

hit or miss in Texas considering 
these birds exist here on the very 
western edge of their distribution 
in the U. S. 

There are still vast expanses 
of suitable bobwhite habitat in the 
rangelands of South Texas and in 
the Rolling Plains, where in some 
years over a hundred thousand 
hunters flock to pursue these wary 
game birds. 

Bobs are limited in these regions 
by rainfall, more specifically the 
lack thereof. 

This past winter was the second 
dry winter in a row. Dry conditions 
limit the availability of late winter 
and early spring greens, an impor- 
tant part of the quail diet. 

Of course some areas fared bet- 
ter than others and proper range 
management is also a part of the 
equation. Field reports indicate 
good carryover in parts of the Roll- 
ing Plains and to a lesser degree in 
northern South Texas. 

Rolling Plains 
This region was not as dry this 

past winter as other areas of the 
state and scattered mid to late sum- 
mer rains resulted in substantial 
production in some areas. 

Thick vegetation and late broods 
have likely resulted in an underesti- 
mate by our roadside counts. Field 
reports are across the board this 
year, indicating localized effects of 
lamely rainfall. 

Survey results and field staff ob- 
servations predict a fair to average 
year. Due to the variation in weather 
conditions across this region it's a 
good idea to scout ahead to be sure 
hunting areas are holding birds. 

The average number of bob- 
whites observed per route was 6.6 
compared to 18.7 last year. This is 
well below the LTM of 21.9. 

Despite low counts, enough 
young birds and coveys have been 
anecdotally reported that we suspect 
there will be good bobwhite hunter 
opportunity, especially in areas un- 
der good range management. 

Public hunting opportunities 
can be found at the Matador and 
the Gene Howe Wildlife Manage- 
ment Areas. 

South Texas Plains 
Unfortunately winter, spring and 

summer rains were lacking over 
most of the range, which likely 
increased overwinter mortality 
resulting in less carryover and also 
delayed nesting attempts by those 
birds that survived the winter. 

There has been scattered rainfall 
mid to late summer but not enough 
to trigger widespread nesting. 

September rains may spur some 
pairing and subsequent very late 
nesting. So there may be less than 
half grown birds at the beginning 
of the season. 
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Overall, our surveys predict 
a poor to fair season for South 
Texas. There will be fair to good 
opportunities on well managed 
sites that were proactive in grazing 
management decisions during this 
drought year. 

The average number of bob- 
whites observed per route was 5.2 
compared to 6.6 last year. This is 
well below the LTM of 18.9 and is 
predictive of a below average hunt- 
ing season. The Chaparral and the 
Daughtrey Wildlife Management 
Areas provide public quail hunting 
opportunities. 

Trans-Pecos 
The Trans-Pecos ecological 

region of Texas received great 
weather conditions midsummer that 
spurred scale quail reproduction. 

Greatly improved numbers have 
been confirmed by field reports and 
are reflected in our survey results. 
Reports from the western edge of 
the Edwards Plateau (the Stockton 
Plateau) indicate poorer production 

than the rest of the region. 
We expect an average to good 

scaled quail season out west. 
The average number of scaled 

quail observed per route was 16.9 
compared to 6.7 last year. 

This is very close to the LTM of 
17.8. Public hunter opportunities 
can be found at Elephant Mountain 
and Black Gap Wildlife Manage- 
ment Areas. 

Other Areas 
Our surveys indicate that bob- 

white numbers in Gulf Prairies are 
down considerably from last year. 
Hunters should focus on the central 
and lower coast in native prairie 
habitats. 

The Cross Timbers and Edwards 
Plateau are well below their respec- 
tive LTM's. 

Although there are certainly 
areas within each region where 
some quail hunting opportunity 
remains, this survey is not designed 
to detect changes in localized popu- 
lations, especially in fragmented 
landscapes. 

Eagle Lake Hunting Lodge: 
'Home Away From Home' 

Come and Experience the "Best" 
Hunting Lodge in Eagle Lake Texas 
- Known as the Goose Hunting 
Capital of the World!! 

Every guest that has stayed at 
the Eagle Lake Hunting Lodge on 
Hwy 90A has been ecstatic with the 
decor, the cleanliness, the pleasant 
aroma and the southern hospitality 
of this "Home Sweet Home" ranch 
style lodging!!! 

Each guest is welcomed and 
receives the great hospitality of the 
family style owned business with 
owner, Mary Parr and manager, 
Melissa Parr. 

The Eagle Lake Hunting Lodge, 
"Home away from Home" is just 
that. Our central air and heat, 
non-smoking (Smoking is allowed 
anywhere outside the lodge) ranch 
style home has three spacious 
bedrooms - each in its own simple 
hunting decor!!! 

Everything is furnished from 
clean vacuumed mattresses to fresh 
bedding - even extra pillows and 
extra covers. 

Our baths contain bath towels, 
hand towels and washcloths, body 
wash and blow dryer. You only need 
to bring your personal toiletries!!! 

Guests have access to everything 

in the fully equipped kitchen. 
You can prepare you own meals 

inside or use the butane grill/pit 
outdoors under a covered porch. 
Tea, coffee, hot chocolate, bottled 
water, juices, fruits, and breakfast 
pastries are available throughout 
your stay. 

You can bring your own alco- 
holic beverages and the lodge will 
provide the ice. 

But wait!!! We aren't through 
yet!! We have a huge fire pit and a 
complete supply of wood for burn- 
ing for your relaxed setting outside 
in the evening under the stars, just 
shooting the breeze with your fel- 
low comrades, sitting back and 
enjoying the night air!!! 

For the Hunters 
Can you believe that we are even 

offering more!!! We have a building 
for you to clean your birds, plastic 
zip locked bags, and hosiery to keep 
the waterfowl feathers in place so 
that you can carry your bird to your 
taxidermist!!! 

Plus, the Eagle Lake Hunting 
Lodge has two deep freezers to 
temporarily store your waterfowl 
until your departure. 20 lb. bags of 
Ice are available for $ 1.00 for your 
ice chests. 
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• General Store 
"Your Professional Connection" 

"Superior Fiberglass" 

Hunting Blinds & Towers 

"All Seasons" 

"LAMCO" 

Deer Feeders & Accessories 

Purina Antlermax 

Deer Chow Corn 

Food Plot Seed 
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For all your Agriculture 
and Wildlife Needs 

979-234-2191-Ph. • 979-234-2187-Fax 
201 FM 3013 East 

Eagle Lake, Texas 77434 


